
 

Introduction to Media Studies with Prof. Stuart Ewen: MEDIA 180
Spring 2012

 
MIDTERM EXAMINATION STUDY QUESTIONS

 
On Wednesday, March 14, a selection of the following essay questions will appear on the mid-

term examination. You will be required to write in response to one of them. In preparing for the exam, 
make sure to pay attention to assigned readings and be prepared to make use of relevant readings, class 
discussions and visual media in developing your answers.  
Seduce, engage, persuade, and challenge your reader. Struggle with contradictions. Use quotes 
to create unique and meaningful connections. Answers without clear use of the readings and visual 
materials are not satisfactory. 

**************************************************************************
 
It was a pleasure to burn. -Ray Bradbury 
 
This was only a prologue, there
where books are being burnt,
in the end will be burning people. -Heinrich Heine 
 
You cannot, you cannot use someone else’s fire. You can only use your own. 
And in order to do that, you must first be willing to believe that you have it. -Audre Lorde
 
1)  Discuss the uses of fire as a means of controlling, deterring, or providing access to media. 
How does it indicate underlying power structures in a society? How effective is it? What 
other means of controlling the story have we discussed, and/or are in place today? Consider 
discussing its use on both property and people; be sure to reference at least 3 examples from 
the materials we’ve covered so far. 
 
2)  Discuss the evolution of visual images. We’ve learned that the earliest European images 
were accessible only by the elite class, as illustrations for biblical texts. With the advent of 
the printing press, images and art gained a place among the merchant classes as a signifier 
of wealth. Oliver Wendel Holmes described photography as a “mirror with a memory.” 
Compare and contrast the use of images in advertising with those of Lewis Hine, using 
references from course texts to support your answer. Consider how advertising images 
began to portray women and men. How have these portrayals affected culture? How did 
Hine’s work affect views of the poor? You are welcome to bring in a contemporary 
advertising photo to illustrate your discussion. Please attach to your bluebook, with 
your name.
 
3)  Catpain Beatty, Frederick Douglas, and yourself are joining for a public discussion 
about “The Vision for a Better Hunter College.” The audience is an assembly of students, 
professors, campus workers and board of trustee members. 
Envision this scene and write out each person’s opening arguments, and the dialog that takes 

 



 

place between these three people. Be imaginative in shaping the specific rhetoric which each 
person will employ to persuade her or his audience. 
Make sure to contextualize your answers in the course material, the lectures, discussions, 
and class projects. 
 
4)  Ray Bradbury published Fahrenheit 451 in 1953, when the Chicago Defender, along with 
other Black newspapers, was still a strong, influential institution. When Montag slipped into 
the woods at the end of the novel, while his city was burning, he was surprised to find that 
the men he met there had each memorized a book in order to keep its history alive. While 
most of these books were from the “canon,” imagine that Montag met one person who had 
memorized an entire edition of the Chicago Defender, the California Eagle, or the Pittsburgh 
Courier, ads and all.

How might this imagined character describe to Montag the important role of 
newspapers to African Americans in the early twentieth century? What would surprise 
Montag, what would sound familiar to him, and how would he describe his own relationship 
to literacy?

Cite specific details from the novel and from the history covered in Soldiers Without 
Swords. Draw connections between the two texts and think about what we know about 
Bradbury's own take on mass literacy and popular reading culture. Be creative, specific, and 
tell a good story!
 
5)  Women have been alternately ignored, acknowledged, and caricatured in the readings 
and films we have encountered this semester. Choose any three of the articles, books and 
movies from the syllabus so far. Compare, contrast and analyze the portrayal of women 
across the texts. Remember that each piece reflects a moment in history, but is also a 
deliberately edited piece of media itself. Make sure to include broader ideas, including those 
about literacy and power, that have stemmed from the course. Be specific; cite characters, 
passages, and quotes from your sources.
 
6)  If Fredrick Douglass could have given insight to Frankie Mae’s character during her 
teenage years until the end of her life what would he have said and why? Utilize the excerpts 
from both the Life of A Slave Narrative and Frankie Mae to shape your answer.
 
7)  Imagine you lived in the world of  Fahrenheit 451. What book would  you commit 
to memory and why? Why would you consider your book important for the future of 
humanity? Use quotes and ideas from both your chosen book and course materials. 
 
 
 
 

 


